
Let’s Talk Church 

 

Introduction 

This summary is not intended to replace the actual contributions of those who participated in the table 

discussions. This summary is best read in conjunction with the actual comments made in the table 

groups. In general there is much repetition of ideas. It is difficult to capture all the ideas in a summary. 

This summary does not attempt to do that. Where there appears to be editorial comment this writer 

takes full ownership of those comments.  

Who is being served at St Andrew’s? 

In general terms the respondents agreed that the people we currently serve are those we have 

historically served. These are: current members and attenders, the day care and nursery in our building 

as well as others who rent the facility for a variety of reasons.  Also there is recognition that we serve 

families who may be loosely associated with the Church especially when it comes to the sacraments of 

baptism, funerals and weddings.  The groups indicated that we serve through our donations outreach 

groups such as those who operate under the umbrella of 1JustCity, M&S, and from time to time special 

requests such as Ukrainian relief or responses to hurricanes, earthquakes and other “acts of God”.  

Some indicated that we are of service to interest groups such as Bible Study and Affirming. These 2 were 

the only two singled out. A general belief emerged that we are a service to the community in terms of 

special events such as choir concerts. One group indicated that our mere presence is a service since it 

seems to add stability to the community.  There was also some indication that we are of service to the 

elderly particularly as it is represented by holding services in some seniors’ residences. Only one group 

indicated that we are here to serve God. 

Who is being missed? 

Summary 

There is considerable agreement that we are missing younger families and those who aged out of 

Sunday School/Youth Group. The 20-30 age group is mentioned a number of times. There is further 

agreement that we are missing community members who might have attended the various social events 

that the church has held in past years, most notably, choir shows, dinners (fall and dine and dash), 

garage sales, teas, bridge luncheon or any other such events which brought in community members. 

There was also agreement that many have not returned from COVID restrictions. It is recognised that 

“historical” families often return for sacraments such as baptisms, weddings, funerals, but tend not to 

stay on as parishioners. There is also the suggestion that there may be barriers to attendance, viz. 

transportation, activities which are important to families but which run on Sunday mornings, such as 

sports or dance and others. In regards to on-line it is recognised that some may not have the necessary 

technology or when they do they may not know how to use it. 

It was also mentioned that certain groups are absent from services. Some of these include elderly, those 

with language barriers, some cultural groups such as indigenous and people of colour. We are also 

missing those who may hold alternate beliefs and as such do not feel comfortable in a church that is 

God-centered. 

 

 



Whom do we want to serve? 

The most mentioned groups include: younger families, children, youth, and 20-30 year-old. There is 

much agreement that the rentals that we have are a source of revenue but perhaps also of becoming 

interested in the church. There is also the idea that we are open to anyone. This includes immigrants, 

refugees. We need to once again reconnect with people who were active in interest groups and as 

volunteers but for whom church involvement fell by the wayside during restrictions and they simply 

have not seen fit to return. One can only guess at the reasons, but it is suggested that the rhythm of 

church attendance was lost and perhaps replaced with something else. There is also the suggestion that 

they may not have been “invited” back. That is to say that personal contact with these folks may not 

have happened. 

Once again there is a strong focus on wanting to serve a younger demographic. There is also a call 

to serve those who need to be served, such as immigrants, refugees, homeless and other groups 

in need of care. There is a desire to be of service to the community in which we find ourselves and 

to the larger community. There is an understanding that folks who at one time associated with 

the church are no longer here and somehow need to be attracted. There seems to be a suggestion 

that when we rent out our facility we are being of service to the community. One group asked: 

o  What would be useful? 

o Walking club 

o Parents group 

o Art class 

o Bridge club 

o What is our mission? 

 

If we took a risk to do something in the community, what could it be? 

 

In the section on taking risk there is little new. Although the Council has used the term “radical 

hospitality” there is really no suggestion in this section that could be seen as radical. There is one 

suggestion that we simply select an area of service and go with it in order to make the congregation feel 

they are part of something larger. Perhaps the 2 most radical ideas are to try to determine the needs of 

youth and to establish a connection to the Bear Clan to assist with the patrols to help those whom we 

see as most in need. Please see the summary of the comments in order to determine what those who 

participated.   

 

Any questions you might like to ask? 

Once again the questions in this section do not stray far from the norm. The question of amalgamation 

with Westworth was raised. Communication both with the congregation and with the community seems 

to be on the minds of people. Connection with younger people is also a desire by some. In general, once 

again there is question in this section that might be considered “radical”. Please refer to the questions in 

the summary of the table discussions. 

 

Conclusion 



 

It would appear from the discussion notes that there is a desire to do more than is currently being done 

but that there is a dearth of ideas.  

 

 

  

 

 


