
St Andrew’s River Heights United Church 

255 Oak Street 

Council Draft Minutes 

Council Meeting April 19, 2022, 7:30 p.m. 

 

Present: Anne Grewar, Rob Siddall, Karen Lumley, Glenn Neufeld, Lisa Richards, Sarah Witiuk, 

Kathy Knowles, Bill Craddock, Betty Jubinville 

Regrets: Michael Duncan 

1. Call to Order: Greetings/Vision Statement (7:33pm) 

To live as Christ would have us live, in love, with compassion and seeking justice, by 

sharing God’s grace, learning from scripture, growing through the Spirit and being 

transformed by faith. 

 

2. Devotion: Karen 

 

3. Approval of March 15, 2022 minutes  

o Moved by Glenn Neufeld and seconded by Anne Grewar, all in favour. 

 

4. Church Groups: 

➢ Fellowship Presentation   

o Betty Jubinville presented on behalf of the Fellowship Group, which is comprised of 

Diane Bowles, Karen Carswell, Verla Cleland, Maxine Hannam, Marion Kozak., Marilyn 

Muir, Roberta Popoff, Laura Regier, Abigail Regier, Kay Shawcross, Sandra Walker and 

Betty Jubinville.   

o In addition to preparing and serving food and beverages after Sunday services, they 

organize the Memory Tree reception (which this year raised approximately $1,500 for 

donation to Jocelyn House), the cookie walk (which this year raised $1,185 for the 

Church) and deliver cookies at Christmas to housebound members of the Congregation. 

o In past years they have delivered Easter treats with homemade cards, organized lunches 

for Celebration Sunday, for the Church picnic and for St. Patrick’s Day at Oak Table.  

o As a result of the COVID shutdown they are working to redefine their Group activities 

and what they can do to reach out to the Congregation and to help revitalize the 

Church. 

o Betty also described the Caring Community which is separate, but a part of the 

Fellowship Group (Vinny Ashton, Ellen Bruneau, Verla Cleland, Maxine Hannam, Rev. 

Karen Lumley and Roberta Popoff). 

o Their main goal is to reach out to those that are housebound or experiencing different 

difficulties in life.    



o In the past year they have sent 16 “thinking of you” cards and 33 sympathy cards (made 

by Collette Berriault) and 39 Christmas cards, each with a personal note. 

o They continue to present a Baptism blanket to each child that is baptized at St. Andrews.  

o A big thank you was given for the group’s assistance with Derek’s retirement luncheon. 

 

➢ Other Group Liaison Updates 

o Kathy Knowles gave an update from the Outreach Group. In March they sent letters of 

support to 18 Ukrainian churches and continue to speak of the Truth and Reconciliation 

initiative at Sunday services. 

 

➢ May Presentation – Ministerial Team (Karen) 

        

5. In – person services update (Glenn) 

o With input from the Worship Group, Council removed the requirement to show proof of 

vaccination to attend church services prior to the Easter service. 

o The available data shows that while vaccines continue to be very effective at preventing 

severe illness from COVID, they no longer seem to be very effective at preventing 

transmission of COVID infection. Masks and physical distancing continue to be 

important measures to reduce the spread of COVID. 

o Council wanted to open the Church to all who wish to attend while at the same time 

ensuring a reasonably safe Church environment, and so decided to continue with the 

mask and social distancing requirements.  

o Attendance for Sunday Services is growing each week- 60 people on Palm Sunday, 91 

people on Easter Sunday. 

 

6. Treasurer’s Report (Bill) 

o Member givings to date were $389 over budget. All expenses are in line with their 

budget projections except heating where we are $3,021 over budget (40.1% increase). 

Our gas budget has been significantly impacted by taxes. So far this year, we have paid 

$3,337 in net taxes on our $10,559 gas bill. The carbon tax accounts for $2,222 of the 

total taxes. 

o The deficit at month-end is $17,523 or $19,613, which is less than expected. Most of this 

favourable outcome is because we have not yet been invoiced from the United Church 

of Canada for our annual assessment. For the past two years, this assessment was 

$18,960. 

 

7. Website Update and Governance Summary (Anne and Rob) 

o The plan is for a group photo and blessing of Council, possibly next month with the 

improving weather. Then put in the E-blast to introduce Council.  

o Having a feature interest group, council member or congregation member on the 

website and E-blast each month, which would be a wonderful way to make connections 



and show appreciation for our amazing members. Also having it in the Bulletin for those 

who aren’t subscribed to the E-blast. 

o A Governance Summary was approved for posting on the Website. 

 

       8. Other Business: 

➢ Strategic Priorities – Youth Focus Group Initiative (Rob & Lisa) 

o We don’t seem to be able to retain youth very well. It is very important to retain them, 

and we are trying to understand why that is the case. This initiative was first undertaken 

a couple of years ago and a plan had been developed but it was halted because of 

COVID. 

o The plan involved interviews with three focus groups (current families, aged-out families 

and recently departed families) to provide us with insight into what might bring them 

back, etc.  

o Lisa Richards wants to consult with Jan Demeduk and Meghan prior to deciding how 

best to proceed. Families are very busy, so it can be difficult to try to include the church 

in their busy lives, and it can be easy to get caught up with their children in sports or 

other activities.  

o ACTION: Lisa to talk with Kristin, Jan Demeduk, Meghan and we will revisit again at the 

next Council meeting. 

 

➢ Other Business 

o Karen will arrange a planning meeting in early May with Group heads to book out the 

church calendar events for the year. 

o We should consider hosting a fun event like a hoedown in the Fall! 

      9.  Adjourned at 9:17pm 

 

 

Next Meeting: 

➢ Tuesday, May 17, 2022 at 7:30pm  

➢ Devotion: Lisa 

➢ Report to Congregation: Sarah 

 


