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Summer Sabbath 
 

S 
everal years ago, in a reflection on the Season after Pente-
cost, someone recalled the words of Kermit the Frog – “It is-
n’t easy being green.” This season, and its green liturgical 
colour, can last for close to half the year, and at a glance that 

might seem a little intimidating. But when we go below the surface 
we can discover wonderful gifts this season has to give. 
  
In the Season after Pentecost, the lectionary provides larger portions 
of semi-continuous readings from a variety of texts, and this enables 
us to dig into stories a little more deeply than might be available to 
us in the rest of the year. From June 7, 2015 until the end of July, we 
will ex-plore the Christian life through several stories of David. Da-
vid’s life illuminates how God can be present in our lives – both the 
good times, and the not so good times.  

 
We may know David as ruler of an-cient Israel; we 
may know him as the boy who tended sheep, out in 
the fields each day from dawn until dark. We may 
be familiar with him as the one who faced Goliath 
armed only with his sling, or as one who wrote 
many of the psalms.  
 
We may recall him as the one who 
fought fierce battles against King 

Saul, only to grieve deeply upon the death of Saul 
and his beloved son Jonathan. We may even recall 
David as the one who took advantage of Bath-
sheba and, upon learning she was pregnant, had 
her husband killed. Perhaps we even remember 
David as the one who, being confronted with his 
sin, confessed to God and sought forgiveness.  

 
Many of the things that David experienced are 
things we can relate to. The story of David is 
one that many of us first encounter in childhood. 
Think back to stories you heard about David 
when you were younger, or the pictures from 
those story bibles presented to you in Sunday 
School. What do you recall? When have you 
thought about aspects of David’s life being sim-
ilar to those of your own? What do you think we 
can all learn from David about being Called, 
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serving God, trusting God, issues 
of power and control, leadership or 
grief? Some questions for us to 
ponder in this season of summer 
Sabbath. 
 
I pray you will all find some time to 
slow down, worship God and enjoy 
summer re-creation.  I look forward 
to Sunday worship and much visit-

ing through the next two months. And of course, Karen Lumley’s return 
from Sabbatical in late August!! 
 
Peace be with you, 
Rev. Cathy Kinsman 

There is Room for All 
On April 12, we celebrated our decision to “come out” as an Affirming 
Ministry. The liturgy that Rev. Karen and Rev. Cathy prepared for the 
occasion was touching and inspirational. The opening response de-
clared “We are all chosen by God. We are all loved by God”. The 
Rainbow Harmony Project choir sang several numbers each of which 
added to the idea that we are all one under God. Seven individuals and 
families shared testimonials of what it has meant to them to be a part of 
our congregation as we were on the journey to become affirming. Some 
spoke of having been invited in; some spoke of being included; some 
spoke of being appreciated; some spoke of searching for meaning in 
the journey. All contributed to our understanding of what it has meant 
and what it must mean to be on an ongoing journey to be an Affirming 
Ministry. 
 
Several symbols of an Affirming Ministry were placed on the commun-
ion table a rainbow runner and a rainbow candle. The certificate official-
ly recognising us as an affirming ministry was presented to the chair of 
the Board, Joan Stevenson, by Patrick Woodbeck. 
 
All parishioners were asked to pledge their support for the Ministry.  
 
Together we pledged: 

…to affirm and offer sacrament and rites of the church to all peo-
ple 
 
…to learn about issues of injustice so we might recognize, name 
and take action when we encounter or observe it 
 
…to give our time, talent and money reaching out into the com-
munity in the name of Christ 
 
…through a shared knowledge and understanding of scripture to 
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discern how Jesus lived and would have us live into the future 
 
…to continue our journey of being an affirming and inclusive 
church-growing into a future plan led by the work of the Holy 
Spirit 
 

Although some will say that not much will change, we do believe that 
one of the most important changes will be in our conscious efforts to be 
and remain inclusive. It has been said that we have been inclusive for a 
long time and we have been, but under the aegis of Affirm United we 
will now audit our growth as an Affirming Ministry.  
 
We will focus on and live out… 
 

Our Vision 
To live as Christ would have us live, in love,  

with compassion and seeking justice, by sharing God’s grace,  

learning from scripture, growing through the Spirit  

and being transformed by faith. 

HEADS UP!   

for heads of lettuce… 

EAR TO THE GROUND-  

for ears of corn…. 

BE READY… 

for local produce as it comes into season 
for locally-made confections and crafts 
 

River Heights Farmers’ Market 

                   Grosvenor and Oak St. 

Friday afternoons July 3 thru September 25 

Noon to 5pm 

                              

                         www.rhfarmersmarket.com 

       Like us facebook: River Heights Farmers’ Market 

                       Follow us on Twitter @RHFarmersMarket 

          Member of the Farmers’ Market Association of Manitoba 
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Some St. Andrew’s History 
 

Did you know? St Andrew ’s was 
originally located in the north central 
section of the city on what was then 
known as Jemima Street, now Elgin 
Avenue. It was the second oldest 
Presbyterian Church in the city hav-
ing been organized in 1881. To 
quote an article from the newspaper 
of the day (presumably the Free 
Press) “of late years Old St. An-

drew’s has been faced with the so-called “downtown” problem in its 
acutest form…. Population has been moving to the suburbs and now 
the 850 members are scattered all over the city.” A vote was taken to 
purchase property and build a new church in River Heights. Many in the 
old neighborhood did not agree to this decision and wished to remain 
with the old church. Rather than cut ties with the old neighborhood, a 
decision was made to continue as one church. And so it was from 1915 
to 1926 St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church described itself as “One 
Church with Two Homes”, one on Oak Street and one on Elgin Avenue,  
sharing their minister and board.   
 
Did You Know? The original building on Oak Street was officially 
opened on October 24, 1915. It was located at the north end of the pre-
sent property closer to the homes on Oak Street. Unfortunately, it 
burned to the ground just two months later on December 27, 1915. This 
did not deter the congregation as the church was re-built nearly exactly 
as the previous one at a cost of $10,000. The second church was offi-
cially opened in June, 1916. The notice in the newspaper was head-
lined “New St. Andrew’s Marks Record in Church Building”. It is quite 
remarkable that the congregation was able to accomplish this in just six 
months and right in the middle of the First World War.   
 
Did You Know? “The United Church of Canada was inaugurated on 
June 10, 1925 when the Methodist Church, Canada, the Congregation-
al Union of Canada and 70 percent of the Presbyterian Church of Can-
ada entered into an organic union. Joining as well was the small Gen-
eral Council of Union Churches centered largely in Western Canada. It 
was the first union of churches in the world to cross historical denomi-
national lines and hence received international acclaim. Impetus for the 
union arose out of concern for serving the vast Canadian northwest and 
in the desire for better overseas mission.”  - Excerpt from The United 
Church of Canada website www.united-church.ca 
 
In April 1926, it was decided that, in the best interest of their minister 
and congregations, each  location would become a separate independ-
ent church.  And so, the church on Oak Street became St. Andrew’s 
River Heights United Church and the church on Elgin Avenue became 
St Andrew’s Elgin Avenue United Church.   

http://www.united-church.ca
http://standrewsriverheights.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/Old-church2564.jpg
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Did You Know? At a meeting on 28 December 1943 the Board of 
Managers held a meeting and determined…. “Now that the money to 
pay off the balance of the mortgages against the Church premises has 
been raised and voted for that purpose, it becomes necessary to divert 
funds formerly pledged to mortgage reduction to other activities of the 
church. It is felt by the majority of the Board members and the view is 
held by many others of the congregation that the completion of the 
church building following the close of the war will be undertaken, hence 
it will be sound practice to set aside available funds for the purpose. It 
has therefore been moved and seconded that this Board prepare and 
present to the congregation at the next annual meeting a proposal to 
establish a Building Fund under the management and control of the 
Board of Managers for the raising of money with which to erect in due 
course of time a suitable Church building on the Church site corner 
Oak St and Kingsway.” And so began the preparations for the sanctu-
ary we have in 2015…. 
 
Did You Know? This was noted in a newspaper clipping from 
1944…the exact date is not known. We can only presume it may have 
been from the Winnipeg Free Press. “An interesting ceremony at the 
annual meeting of St Andrew’s River Heights United Church Tuesday 
evening was the burning of the two mortgages covering both the Old 
and the New St. Andrew’s churches. Mrs. Sanburn and Mr. McDonald 
each burned a mortgage in the brass receptacle provided for the pur-
pose while the congregation sang the Doxology.” The article goes on to 
state that “It was reported that 230 young men of St. Andrew’s were at 
the war front, 12 of these had paid the supreme sacrifice.” In our pre-
sent sanctuary there are stained glass windows dedicated to the 
memory of several of these young men. 
 
Did You Know? In March of 1945, the Building Fund was a total of 
$39,622.00. In September of 1945, the Building Fund was a total of 
$43,643.00. In October of 1946, the Building Fund was a total of 
$58,865.57. The sod was turned for the sanctuary of the Church as we 
know it today on Sunday, May 1, 1949. A photo of the sod turning was 
in the Winnipeg Free Press of Monday, May 2, 1949 and contained the 
following comment…”The new church will be erected on the foundation 
and basement built in 1929, adjacent to the present church at King-
sway and Oak street. Apparently, this “basement” had been used as a 
meeting place by the congregation for twenty years.  

 

Are you new to St. Andrew’s? 

Contact the office at 204-488-1130  
to update your contact information.   
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Fellowship & Caring Community  
Since our last report, we held a Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner on 
Tuesday, February 17, 2015. The tasty dinner consisted of pancakes, 
sausages, fruit and cookies. We were thrilled to have an excellent turn-
out and we actually ran out of sausages! A meaningful Ash Wednesday 
service was held in the Sanctuary immediately after the pancake din-
ner. We promise next year, we will have extra sausages. Thank you to 
all who attended! 
 

A Dine and Dash was held on Friday, March 6, 2015. Bowtie pasta, sal-
ad, bread and cookies were served.    
 

Under the careful direction of Ardelia Burrow, plants were delivered dur-
ing Holy Week to members of the congregation who have been be-
reaved from last Easter to this Easter. A special thank you to Ardelia for 
arranging this thoughtful ministry and to all those who delivered the 37 
plants.  
 

Easter Breakfast was held on April 6, 2015 from 9:00 to 9:45 AM. We 
prepared our usual egg scramble dish, ham, hot cross buns and even 
Eggos for those who are not fond of eggs.  
 

We are sad to announce the passing of a long time faithful member of 
our committee, Marlene Websdale. She was a pillar of our committee, a 
kind and gentle soul always willing to help. She was loved by all and we 
will miss her dearly. 
 

Coffee after the service June 7 to September 6, 2015: 
The Fellowship Committee needs your help! Due to the change in the 
caretaking schedule, there is no one available to make coffee on Sun-
day mornings during the summer. Many people look for a new church 
family during the summer months and it is important to offer this friendly 
gesture. If you are available to help out with the summer schedule, 
there is a sign-up sheet in the narthex. There will be detailed instruc-
tions posted in the downstairs kitchen for making coffee and/or juice 
and information where everything can be found. If you have any ques-
tions or require more detail, please contact Betty Jubinville in the eve-
nings at 204-832-0846. Thank you! 
 

The members of the Fellowship and Caring Committee, Maxine Han-
nam, Karen Carswell, Verla Cleland, Kay Shawcross, Marilyn Muir, 
Brenda Kennedy, Laura Regier, Marion Kozak, Diane Bowles, Roberta 
Popoff, Marjorie Eckert, Ardelia and Bruce Burrow, Lorilee Leslie-Cole, 
Luba Scott and Betty Jubinville, would like to thank the congregation for 
their continued support and wish everyone a happy and safe summer 
season. We look forward to seeing everyone at Celebration Sunday on 
September 13, 2015. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Betty Jubinville 
Chair Fellowship and Caring Community   
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Meals on Wheels 
 

As most of you are aware, St. An-

drew's is - and has been for approxi-

mately 50 years - responsible for the 

staffing, 5 days a week, of the Meals 

on Wheels Route #4 out of the Miser-

icordia Hospital.   

 

Marlene Websdale, who died May 

15, was a long time deliverer for 

Meals on Wheels. She delivered 

weekly with Shirley Leach for many 

years. After Shirley's death, 

she delivered with Mary Camp-

bell. One of Marlene's greatest re-

grets was when she was no longer 

able to be a part of the program and, 

many times, she mentioned that she 

wished she was still able to be a part 

of us.   

 

We have a roster of those who drive and deliver on a weekly or bi-

weekly basis, with a list of spares who are more than willing and availa-

ble to staff the route on the days which are not covered within the time 

frame.  An extra "plus" for us is that with the volunteers all being from 

our church, we get to know the clients and, in some cases, share the 

humour and concerns that come our way by our interaction with the 

clients. We are a very close knit and caring group and those we count 

on are extremely dependable. THANK YOU, one and all, for your dedi-

cation to the Meals on Wheels program and being a part of our church 

family of volunteers. 

 

Bruce & Ardelia Burrow 

Co-ordinators of Route 4 - Misericordia Hospital   

Meals on Wheels in BC 

Newsletter Sign-up 

If you would like to sign up for our weekly newsletter, please either visit 

our website at www.standrewsriverheights.com and complete the 

“Subscribe to our mailing list” on the right hand side of the page, or 

send us an email and we can manually add you to the newsletter list.  
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This Summer at St. Andrew’s 
Again this summer, St. Andrew’s will be having weekly worship ser-

vices every Sunday at 10:30am. We feel it is our ministry to the com-

munity and our congregation to remain open and available during the 

entire year. To help St. Andrew’s cover sabbatical and holidays this 

summer, we welcome the following guests who will lead worship: 

June 28 – ??   August 9 – Noelle Bowles 
July 12 – Lesley Harrison August 16 – Pat Wotton 
August 2 – Josh Ward  August 30 – Cole Grambo 

 

Pastoral Care: Contact Rev. Cathy Kinsman (204-294-2142) for pas-

toral care concerns during the summer, except while she is on holidays 

from July 27 to August 16. During this time, Joanne Kury (204-489-

4723) is on-call from July 27 to August 2, 2015, and Marc Whitehead 

(204-461-1767) is on-call from August 3 – 16, 2015.  

Office Hours: The church office will be closed from July 1 – August 

3. During this time, messages and emails will be monitored. During Au-

gust, office hours are reduced, however, the office will be open August 

4 – 7 from 9:00 to 3:00pm. If you have any announcements that you 

wish to be included in the announcement insert for the summer bulle-

tins, please have them into the office by Monday, June 22.  

Coffee after worship service June 7 to September 6, 2015: The Fel-
lowship Committee needs your help! Due to the change in the caretak-
ing schedule, there is no one available to make coffee on Sunday 
mornings during the summer. Many people look for a new church family 
during the summer months and it is important to offer this friendly ges-
ture. The Fellowship Committee is not available to perform this duty 
during the summer. If you are available to help out with the summer 
schedule, there is a sign-up sheet in the narthex. There will be detailed 
instructions posted in the downstairs kitchen for making coffee and/or 
juice and information where everything can be found. If you have any 
questions or require more detail, please contact Betty Jubinville in the 
evenings at 204-832-0846. Thank you! 



Special Fundraiser 
 

Our Church Board has agreed that our Centennial year would be a 

great time to install new carpets in the Sanctuary. In addition, it 

would be nice if we could put cushions on more of the wooden 

pews. 

In order to accomplish this, we are initiating a fundraising campaign. 

We currently have some seed monies for these purposes. It would 

be fantastic if we could increase the total to about $10,000. The first 

priorities of monies would be for the carpet. Any amounts above 

that would be used to purchase as many full-length pew cushions 

as monies would allow.  

Donations can be one time or through PAR. Of course, all dona-

tions would be eligible for a tax receipt. 

 

I would like to make a one-time donation of $________    

I would like to make a donation through PAR of $ _______ (spread 

equally over _______  months). 

Name: ______________________________ 

Any questions or concerns can be directed to Bill Craddock at 204-

475-3263, wjcdlc@mts.net or the church office. 
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100
th

 Anniversary Celebrations 

We will be celebrating the 100th Anniversary of St. Andrew’s River 

Heights United Church on October 24 and 25, 2015. Plans are well 

underway for a grand feast and fellowship time on Saturday, October 

24. The following Sunday morning (Oct. 25), we will gather to remem-

ber and celebrate our history – looking toward the future with hope, as 

the whole people of God. Also, if you, or someone you know was mar-

ried at St. Andrew’s – ask them to save June 17 on their calendars for 

a special Sunday service. Our centennial year promises to be a great 

year!!!  

mailto:wjcdlc@mts.net
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Handbell Choir 

The handbell choir is looking for new members. If you are interested in 

joining them next season, please contact Carolyn Lutes via email, car-

olynlutes@gmail.com, or phone, 204-619-5868.  
 

Pride Parade 

Just a reminder that St. Andrew's has a spot in the Pride Parade on 

June 14, 2015.  The parade starts at 12pm noon at the Manitoba Legis-

lature. 
 

Scripture Readers Needed 

We're always looking for scripture readers to read on Sunday morn-

ings. If you are interested, please contact Colleen Watters at (204) 488-

0466 or by e-mail cpwatters@shaw.ca. 
 

Basement Bookstore – Thursdays 10:00 – 5:00pm 

The Basement Bookstore will be open all summer. Even if no one is 

there to help, you are welcome to browse and buy.  Someone will be by 

to collect the money at 5:00pm.  The Basement Bookstore stock chang-

es frequently with donations arriving unexpectedly and often.  Feel free 

to explore the variety of subjects and current titles.  The Basement 

Bookstore is located across from the caretaker’s office, at the bottom of 

the stairs inside the 255 Oak St doors and is accessible by the elevator 

as well.  Visit this “cool” place over the summer! Stock up on your sum-

mer reading. Hope to see you soon! 
 

Celebration Sunday – September 13 

Mark on your calendar Sunday, September 7 at 10:30am as being Cel-

ebration Sunday where we will be having an outdoor service (weather 

permitting) followed by a BBQ, games and activities for all. 
 

Hustle for Hunger - Saturday, September 19 

Mark this exciting fundraiser on your calendar! Hustle for Hunger is an 

opportunity to help others in the community. This event is for both the 

competitive runner and the everyday stroller. So grab your sneakers 

and join us for either a 3km walk or 5km and 10km runs (teams or indi-

viduals). Proceeds go to the Agape Table. Register at: 

https://www.events.runningroom.com/site/?raceId=12134  
 

Harvest Supper – October 4, 2015 

Mark your calendars.  St. Andrew’s Annual Harvest Supper is sched-

uled for Sunday, October 4, 2015.   
 

Messy Church 

Messy Church will be back on Saturday, October 17, 2015.  Plan to join 

us for this once a month gathering where families can enjoy being to-

gether. We celebrate God through story time, singing, crafts, and just 

having fun as a family.  It is a worshipping community for all ages, cen-

tered on God, showing Christian hospitality, and giving everyone an 

opportunity to express their creativity.   

mailto:carolynlutes@gmail.com
mailto:carolynlutes@gmail.com
mailto:cpwatters@shaw.ca
https://www.events.runningroom.com/site/?raceId=12134
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St. Andrew’s River Heights  

United Church 

255 Oak Street, Winnipeg, MB 

Phone: 204-488-1130 

Fax: 204-488-1132 

E-mail: stanuc@mts.net 

www.standrewsriverheights.com 

 

The newsletter of St. Andrew’s River Heights United Church 

Our Vision 

To live as Christ would have us live, in love, with compassion and seeking 

justice, by sharing God’s grace, learning from scripture, growing through 

the Spirit and being transformed by faith. 


